
Warren County Early Childhood Committee 
Minutes/Notes 

December 12, 2012 
10:00 

515 North Jefferson Way 
Wells Fargo Building 
Indianola, Iowa 50125 

 
Attendance 
Karen Wienman, Angie Reed, Kim Post, Tammy Engebrestson, Myra Willms, Janelle Stribe, Connie Jackson, Colleen Reisener, 
Dena Clay, Corrine Lambert, Shelly Jensen, Andrea Jimmerson, Allison Moreland, Val Cameron, Leslie Stonehocker, and 
Debra Schrader. 
 
Announcements and Information 
Cook Books – Colleen announced there are Casey Blake cookbooks for sale for $15 and $5 will go to support Wee Care. 
Free Tax Preparation- Corrine announced there will be free tax preparation for those income eligible.  If you made $50,000 or 
less in 2012, you are eligible. There are multiple sites in Des Moines, additionally WeLift at the Trinity United Presbyterian 
Church 105 E.2nd Ave will be a site. Call 211 to schedule an appointment. 
Pork giveaway – On Friday at the Iowa State Fairgrounds free pork loins will be given away. 
Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention – The 5 year grant will be coming out this spring.  Currently United Way has the grant and 
it serves Polk, Warren and Dallas County. United Way will not be pursuing the grant for FY2014.  Warren County Health 
services are interested in applying. 
Legislative priorities – United Way has met with legislators and have expressed their legislative priorities, funding for ECI, 
reimbursement rate for child care subsidy were some of the highlights.  4 R Kids priorities are, restore $16 million to ECI, 
collaboration among state agencies, and flexibility. 
Legislators – An updated list of legislators in the 4 County area was disseminated.   
4 R Kids Board Update – The board will be reviewing their local indicators and may change a health indicator to either 
prenatal care or low birth weight.  The family support providers have provided input in regards to the indicator change.   The 
Board has conducted the board evaluation as well as the community. Results will be available in January. 
Community survey- the survey is almost ready to go.  It was noted that google docs is not supported on smart phones but 
survey monkey is.  Deb will contact Craig about utilizing Extensions subscription to Survey Monkey.  The following agencies 
have agreed to assist with administering the survey Public Health, CCRR, QIP, Lifeline, Wee Care, PAT, FaDSS, and Preschool 
Enrichment.  
Peer Review – Partners in Family Development will have their family support credential peer review March 6-8. Its possible the 
Warren County Early Childhood committee will be a part of the peer review. 
Preschool Experience rate – the preschool experience rate was reviewed, Warren County is 88.2% and the 4 R Kids area is 
85.4%..  There was in-depth discussion about how school districts measure the experience rate.  Deb will follow-up with the 
AEA and see if there is a superintendent meeting that she could attend to convey the message. 
EC Resources – An updated early childhood resource document was disseminated.  Several updates will be made and an new 
document provided at the next meeting. It was noted that several agencies utilize this document in different ways. 
Cell phones – 5 things about your cell phone was disseminated.  It is also attached in these minutes. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:15. The next meeting is February 6, 2012. There is no January meeting. 

If you would like to be on the distribution list of community partners who receive regular updates regarding early childhood happenings, contact Debra Schrader at 
debschrader@mddc.com. 
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5 Things You Never Knew Your Cell Phone Could Do 
 

Your mobile phone can actually be a life saver or an emergency tool for survival. Here are five things that you can do 
with it. 
 

1. Emergency  
The Emergency Number worldwide for Mobile is 112. If you find yourself out of the coverage area of your mobile 
network and there is an emergency, dial 112 and the mobile will search any existing network to establish the 
emergency number for you, and interestingly, this number 112 can be dialed even if the keypad is locked. Try it out.  
 

2. Have you locked your keys in the car?  
Does your car have remote keyless entry? This may come in handy someday. Good reason to own a cell phone: If you 
lock your keys in the car and the spare keys are at home, call someone at home on their cell phone from your cell 
phone. Hold your cell phone about a foot from your car door and have the person at your home press the unlock 
button, holding it near the mobile phone on their end. Your car will unlock. It will save someone from having to drive 
your keys to you, distance is no object. You could be hundreds of miles away, and if you can reach someone who has 
the other ' remote ' for your car, you can unlock the doors (or the trunk).  
 

3. Hidden Battery Power  
Imagine your cell battery is very low. To activate, press the keys *3370#. Your cell phone will restart with this 
reserve and the instrument will show a 50% increase in battery. This reserve will get charged when you charge your 
cell phone next time.  
  

4. How to disable a STOLEN mobile phone.  
To check your Mobile phone’s serial number, key in the following digits on your phone: *#06#. A 15-digit code will 
appear on the screen. This number is unique to your handset. Write it down and keep it somewhere safe. If your phone 
gets stolen, you can phone your service provider and give them this code. They will then be able to block your 
handset so even if the thief changes the SIM card, your phone will be totally useless. You probably won't get your 
phone back, but at least you know that whoever stole it can't use/sell it either. If everybody does this, there would be 
no point in people stealing mobile phones.  
 

5. Free Directory Service for Cells  
Cell phone companies are charging us $1.00 to $1.75 or more for 411 information calls when they don't have to. Most 
of us do not carry a telephone directory in our vehicle, which makes this situation even more of a problem. When you 
need to use the 411 information option, simply dial: (800)FREE411, or (800) 373-3411without incurring any charge 
at all. Program this into your cell phone.  
 
 

If you would like to be on the distribution list of community partners who receive regular updates regarding early childhood happenings, contact Debra Schrader at 
debschrader@mddc.com. 
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