
 
 

Fiscal Year 2023 Legislative Agenda 

• Maintain the local control and unique nature of the Early Childhood Iowa System if it is housed in the 
new Department of Health and Human Services. 
Background: For over 25 years Early Childhood Iowa has found a home in the Department of Management. This 
neutral location has allowed both the state and local elements of the Early Childhood Iowa Initiative to effectively 
liaise across multiple state departments and to create a truly nimble, citizen-led, locally-driven statewide system 
built to address the needs of young children and their families. A relocation to HHS presents a number of 
opportunities for enhanced collaboration as well as a myriad of risks that could destroy the unique nature of the 
system and consequently its effectiveness in uniting local people around local solutions to local problems facing 
young children and their families.       

o Maintain the citizen-led nature and decision making authority of the State and Local ECI Area Boards. 
True local decision making unhindered by multiple layers of bureaucracy is the essence of the ECI system. 
It allows for rapid responses to emerging issues developed with local knowledge and input.       

o Preserve the current fiscal structure including quarterly prepayments to area boards. A move to the 
current DHS reimbursement only model would immediately result in the dissolution of over half of the 
area boards and an abrupt end to the services being provided to families in primarily rural counties. 

• Support a comprehensive and integrated early care, health and education system for the youngest 
Iowans through funding for Early Childhood Iowa  
Background: Approximately 90% of the architecture of the human brain is established by the day a child turns 
four. The foundation of every child’s K-12 experience established before four-year-old preschool begins. If Iowans 
are committed to the success of children in the K-12 system, then we must be committed to developing healthy 
brain architectures before children enter that system.  

o To accomplish this, we recommend the General Assembly continue to link increases to the Early 
Childhood Iowa line item in the Education Budget Bill with the allowable growth rate for the K-12 
system. 

• Develop Systemic Solutions to the Childcare Crisis  
Background: A healthy childcare system is an essential component to a healthy economy. If parents cannot find 
reliable and affordable childcare, they cannot go to work. According to a report from the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce Foundation, in 2019 the State of Iowa lost $153 million in tax revenue while employers lost $781 
million in revenue due to childcare failures. While much has been accomplished with the use of federal funds 
provided through the American Rescue Plan Act, many of the structural problems in the childcare system remain 
and require legislative action to address them.    

o Increase Child Care Assistance entrance eligibility to 185% of the federal poverty level. Increase Child 
Care Assistance reimbursement rates to 75% of the latest market rate survey. 

o Pass a series of measures to enable the recruitment and retention of a qualified and effective child care 
work force. 

o Eliminate the ability of local jurisdictions to add to state requirements around zoning/fire safety for child 
care facilities. 

o Reduce the property tax burden on childcare providers. 


